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Interactive Parent Child Literacy Activities areritical component of Family Literacy
programs. Through Interactive Parent Child LiterAcyivities, parents and children are
provided with opportunities to learn and play téget Parents are empowered to make
positive changes in their lives and the lives @irtichildren while participating in this
unique family literacy component. Family litera@searchers have emphasized the
importance of Interactive Parent Child Literacy ikities and the need to understand
what is involved within this component.

Although federal legislation states that Even Staograms must “use instructional
programs supported by scientifically based readasgarch and the prevention of
reading difficulties for children and adults, t@textent such research is available,” (U.S.
Department of Education, 2003, p. 2). InteracBaeent Child Literacy Activities are
difficult to quantify and define because each fartiteracy program determines how to
design and implement the Interactive Parent Chileracy Activity based on the
population they serve. Because each program hakdoatrol, it is unclear what

activities programs are conducting and how muchattieities and/or curriculum are
based on currently available research on languagditaracy development of children.

The purpose of the study was to explore the questievhat is happening during the
parent-children interactive literacy componentamily literacy programs across
Pennsylvania. In particular, we were interestedrniswering the following questions: (1)
How do programs articulate the purpose of pareitttatteractive literacy? (2) What
information is used to develop parent-child litgractivities? (3) What is the process of
planning parent-child interactive literacy? (4) Hdes programs assess this component?
To answer these questions we conducted a quaditstivdy with 24 sites from 19 of the
73 family literacy programs in Pennsylvania. Thsises were selected because previous
statewide assessments (Van Horn, Kassab, & Griedee) indicated that they had met
the majority of the Family Literacy Performancertards required by the state.

The findings from the Interactive Parent Child Latey Activity research study revealed
several challenges that programs encountered psnipéemented this component of
family literacy. Conceptually, this component shibidcus on language and literacy
development of children through interactions widttgmts, but programs defined these
activities as a time for parents to work on theieraction and parenting skills. . As with
scientifically based reading research, programegatted language and literacy into
many of the activities, but they were not valuihgit importance in the overall definition
of Interactive Parent Child Literacy Activity. Wihelesigning this component, programs
focused primarily on programmatic information teiggm and develop parent-child
literacy interactions, including participant schialy, structure and setting, participant
assessments (adult and early childhood), and auatidg with the early childhood
classroom



The examination of how programs planned for paohiit interactive literacy activities
revealed a large variability due to how individetff members approach and plan for
this component. Staff may meet weekly to montbgyally depending upon how often
the component is offered in the program. Finallpst assessments within parent-child
interactive literacy are informal and derived frosing methods such as parental journal
writing, surveys, parent meetings, and generalifaekl

With further study and support, family literacy admstrators and staff can increase their
understanding that the parent-child interactiverdity component can play a crucial role
by focusing on children’s language and literacyadepment rather than merely on play
and on parenting skills.
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