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Scholarship Research and Integrity Program (SARI)

Requirements related to research ethics.

Penn State’s Scholarship and Research Integrity Program (SARI@PSU) offers Penn State
Researchers and scholars comprehensive, multilevel education in the responsible conduct of
Research. Graduate students in Workforce Education and Development (WFED) fulfill
SARI@PSU requirements in two ways: (Part 1) by submitting to the WF ED program office a
certificate of completion of an online course offered through the Collaborate Institutional
Training Initiative (CITI) citi.psu.edu, (Part 2) completion of five hours of classroom
discussion focused on research ethics in specific WFED courses. Graduate students in WF ED
must fulfill the SARI requirements to be approved for graduation from WF ED degree
programs. Opportunities for participating in discussion-based activities differ by the degrees
that WF ED students pursue.

For the Ph.D. Degree
Part 1. Online Course (CITI)

Instructions for accessing the SARI@PSU online course through the CITI program is provided
at citi.psu.edu. The two required courses are Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) - Basic -
Basic Course, and Social and Behavioral Human Subjects Research (IRB) Course - Basic
Course. WF ED graduate students who successfully complete the CITI course receive a
certificate at the end of the course. Students must email a copy of this certificate to the WF ED
Program Assistant in 301 Keller Building on the University Park Campus. Completion of the
online portion of the SARI requirement is required to be eligible for the qualifying
examination.

Part 2. Discussion-Based Activities

Doctoral students will complete five hours of discussion of topics and cases dealing with the
responsible conduct of research in the WFED 529 or WFED 560.

For M.S./M.Ed. Degrees

Part 1. Online Course (CITI)

Students are strongly encouraged to complete the Online CITI Course prior to course
enrollment or during the first semester of the graduate degree program. Instructions for
accessing the SARI@PSU online course through the CITI program is provided at citi.psu.edu.
The one required course is the Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) - Basic - Basic Course.
WF ED graduate students who successfully complete the CITI course receive a certificate at the
end of the course. Students must email a copy of this certificate to the WF ED Program
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Master’s Degrees in Workforce Education and Development

Penn State's Workforce Education and Development program offers three Master’s degree
programs as well as numerous graduate certificate programs. These include the Master of
Education (M.Ed.), the Master of Science (M.S.), and the Master of Professional Studies in
Organization Development and Change (M.P.S. in OD&C) degrees.

Students interested in the programs leading to a master's degree in Workforce Education and
Development should be employed, or wish to be employed, as faculty members, trainers,
administrators, consultants, practitioners, or researchers in settings emphasizing education for
work in private sector firms, schools, occupational home economics, cooperative education,
youth apprenticeship, employment and training, and organization development.

Degree Requirements for the Master of Education and the Master of Science Degrees
Master of Education (M.Ed.) - University Park

A student pursuing the M.Ed. must complete all course requirements of the degree including
three credits of WF ED 596, Individual Studies, and a comprehensive exam. Other degree
requirements are listed on the course schedule.

Master of Science (M.S.) - University Park

A student pursuing the Master of Science (M.S.) must complete all course requirements and a
culminating experience. For the M.S. degree, the culminating experience is a thesis, essay, or
paper acceptable to the student's adviser and graduate program director. Other degree
requirements are listed on the course schedule. Students who choose to complete a formal
thesis that will be submitted to the Graduate School must complete six credits of WF ED 600,
Thesis Research. Those choosing to complete a paper or an essay must enroll in a minimum of
three credits of WF ED 596, Individual Studies. Students must be enrolled during all semesters
in which they are working on the manuscript.

The Master of Education and Master of Science
Students must select an emphasis from those described below.

Human Resource Development/Organization Development - This emphasis prepares students
for private and public sector positions in Human Resource Development and Organization
Development. Students should establish priorities for this emphasis based on their prior work
experience, their interests and competencies in the learning and performance field, and their
capacity to advance in private and public organizations.

The courses in this emphasis are shown in the Forms and Resources link under Additional
Information: https://ed.psu.edu/academics/departments/department-learning-and-performance-
systems/workforce-education-and-development
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